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PREFACE. 
Orne ——-— 


This book contains all the Pazend texts now existing, except those 
of the Shikand Gumdanik Vajir and the Jamaspi which are already 
published in separate books. The Shikand Gumanik Vajar was pub- 
lished by the late Dastur Dr. Hoshang Jamisp and Dr. E. W. 
West in 1887. The Pazend Jamaspi was published by Shams-ul-Ulma 
Ervad Jivanji Jamshedji Modi in his book of the Pahlavi Jamaspi. 


The existing Pazend texts can be divided under the following 
heads :— 
I. Texts of known Pahlavi books. 
II. Texts used as parts of the prayer books. 
I1I. Nirangs or Incantations. 
IV. Revayets. 
V. Setayashes or Praises of the Yazats 
VI. Miscellaneous. 
I. Of the Pazend texts of the known Pahlavi works, this book 
contains the following :— 
1. Bundehesh. 
Minokherad. 
Bahman Yasht, 
Viradf-Nameh. 
Aogamadecha. 


St ym Oo bo 


II. Among the texts which form parts of the prayer books, are 
the following :-— | 
1, The Patets ze. the Repentance prayers. 
2. Dib&cheh-e Afringaéns ze. the Introduction to the 
| Afringdns. 
3. Afrinsie. Blessings or Benedictions recited after 
the AfringAns. 
4. Dods or Benedictions recited on other occasions. 
III. &IV. Among the Nirangs, some form a part of the prayer-books, 
such as those that are recited after the Yashts, like the 
Hormazd, Ardibehesht, Sraosh, Haoma and Vanant. The 
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others are referred to in the Revayets, as those written on 


tdvizes 7.e. amulets and used as incantations on certain 
occasions. 


_V, The Setayashes or Prayers of praise include the recitals in 
praise of the thirty Yazatas. 


I. For the Pazend texts of the known Pahlavi books 
[ have used the following different Manuscripts. 


For the Bundehesh, I have taken the Manuscript of the late Naib 
Dastur Edaljee Nawrojee Meherjirina of Nowsdree as my text. It was 
written by myself for him in 1233 Yazdazardi (7.e. 1864 A. D.) from an 
old manuscript. I have collated it with the following manuscripts :— 


1. A manuscript belonging to the Library of the late Dastur 
Jamaspjee Minocherjee Jamaspasana. I have named it 
D. J. M. Itis an old manuscript written in the year 
1187 Yazdazardi (1768 A. D.) 


It has the following colophon :— 
soy Ao) a oi — 65 ish aor, es ett Ortbem do 9 $ dant oJ LS Lym FOR 
wi 6 ESO > 3d 52 Bre 5 emerrht 5 WSrwd 9 DHS ya! dleuse 3 ley staal 
dpe o 8) aoe he yghe 3 wt! eee Leo ‘> hk yes 3 Ae) wy & AS 4 oa 
Qt BEL) - cdtoe gy a JIS!) gd sod Coy lug) Sead St bet Caralelea 
2. A manuscript without any colophon belonging to myself. 


I have named E. K. A, From its writing, it seems 
to be an old manuscript. 


For the Minokherad, I have taken as my text an old manuscript 
belonging to Ervad Maneckjee Rustamjee Unwailla, It is about 355 
years old. Its colophon runs thus :— 


dat yeteo aa ae afagig | TT ca GM Bz) vk cH 

Saas | factarat feat | da RA sae at: Zam ag | HS TATA I 
Sale ASH HZ | HT | ee: at: eA ART | oat: alt: aff: 
TAMA: AAA a ait: ait: at: at: at: yeaa aiet aaae: 
fsa wa aa war ae TR ad | aa Ie aaa | aa 
i aft: gam sat cag | singin | UA | wae Ie | Ha ge altara | 
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fataad | ames osama “st: ceed | ada | ot: ce ae 
BMA | Fe | Toa Gas CaM TReATA «| Gea | Staal se Ul 
AAAS | HT Ne | AT aA aals | veaRAaaT | wafaatsta | 
aida | Cae menage | yaaa | saad Uo: We Bat aT 
qe ea | casa aaa | asia tH 1 araiitaa | aaliaca  araa 
get | a GAS ULM aad a BA aay Aes Fe | aad 
ag feat wares gear FAT Ro A Te alesian | aT et 
Te HG || HOA: Sad Ts Tada | WUSAgT le Aea——a Fae | 
ZA swe | TTA | Weta | Ta Ra agit geese le Ul BAT 
ale afagiad | eediat afsatat | aragit | aar eq aa area 
Brqq 4 alee eA SF | Tee Bad aa gz) az i ayg a! 
AAI FARA US Ml He 


It is collated with the following manuscripts :-— 


1. A recent manuscript in the Mullé Firoze Library named 
M.F. by me. It was written by myself from an 
old copy. . 


2. A manuscript belonging to Ervad Maneckjee Rustamjee 
Unwall4 which I’ call M. U. and which bears no 


colophon. 


For the Bahman Yasht, I have taken as my text the manus- 
cript of the late Naib Dastur Edaljee Nawrojee Meherjirana of 
Nowsiree. It was written by himself in 1256 Yazdazardi e BD: 


1887.) 


For the Virafnimeh, I have taken for my text an old copy 
belonging to the library of the late Dastur Dr. Hoshang Jamasp 
of Poona. It bears no colophon. It also contains the Sanskrit 
rendering of the Viraf-ndmeh. It is collated with an old manuscript of 
Ervad Maneckjee Rustamjee Unwalla, which I have named M. U. and: 
which also contains a Sanskrit rendering. 


- For the Aogamdeché, I have taken as my text a manuscript 
belonging to Naib Dastur Edaljee Nawrojee Meherjirana of Nowsaree. 
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It is written by the owner himself. JI have collated it with the under- 
mentioned manuscripts. 
1. A manuscript belonging to the Library of the late Mr. 
Maneckjee Limjee Hataria in the Anjuman Atashbeherim. 
I have named it M. H. It has no colophon. 


2. A manuscript belonging to Ervad Maneckjee JRustamjee 
Unwalla. I have namedit M, U. It bears no colophon. 


3. The printed text published with a Gujrdti translation under 
the patronage of the Sir Jamsetjee Translation Fund in 
1891 by Ervad Meherjibhoy Pallonjee Madon. The text 
of the book has been taken oe the printed text of Dr. 
Geiger of Germany. 


II, For the texts used as parts of the prayer book, such as 
the Afrins, Patets &c., I have taken an old manuscript 
belonging to Ervad Maneckjee Rustamjee Unwalla as my 
text. It is an old manuscript written in 1027 Yazdazardi. 
Its colophon runs thus :— 


10 Says edeer 2) Rey») a upg Jaye Fuss Jaquo cy egohe. . cet 
sey _- GIucw le) eat 44) o Jassyags _ 2 Geclaey 29 ee “ayer qe 20:4 ypu cleus .wloe 
boqugs 22) )¢e ey sus ay veep 23 yee’ ey 329 ed) eo dey eesys -23)'f 
‘pebs oi) 9 eahoy a) wey Suara oe gennd satin; “ay yeas estes he Se "HIRO Ke 
B sysipornd ayy YS weragdsts 


wt! B dbd, 5) FS > dps a8, 5 awk 5 he Baw joel Ble Odah yg jd) 
Bo ph® yt ByS dy h2 Cy ge Ld dy pd Qo pol ys dy pan cy EPA Oe phd — as 
vjyel by dr} ,d AS pe dS asd gi tal, brady 3 43 (duu ni) a2 oz pe ori 
These prayer texts &c. are collated with the following manus- 
eripts :— 
1. An old manuscript belonging to Ervad Maneckjee Rustamjee 


Unwalla, which I have named M. U. It bears no 
colophon, but the year mentioned in the Pazend Ashirvad 
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is 1000 one thousand Yazdazardi and in the Sanskrit 
Ashirvad 1700 seventeen hundred (vide pp. 142 and 146 of 
the manuscript). The century years in hundred are given 
in the Ashirvdd leaving the reciters to mention the 
actual years whatever they may be. This shows that 
the manuscript was written about 200 years ago. 


2. Another manuscript of the same owner, named M. Uj, by 
me. It was written in the Samvat year 1781. It bears 
the following colophon :—: 


Aa, VO!A ab. MLA’ YS TY Voy Alda. rye WadlAWaa, DB, 
urias fla ato Clad. diz Wail. Arde. skeet. Bade eva, 
Arde Ysa. aval ver yal armad. Arde ABray yedl 
aaa ugh DB yrasdl asa lov MWY wWada rico ai Bov ay dla 
Hel VA AAA Waa wre PrMoveoveel cael as Mea aexo 4 dla 
A yrasdl asa Gal B A Ae sual sey AlAs mrt. Rade, 
Mea. Dade. Un Dade Deq. ade. Ardatar awa urdlaiueadt. Agaefl, 


4'er Aad Ul. 


3. A manuscript belonging to myself. It bears no colophon 
but the year mentioned in the Pazend Ashirvéd is 1000 
Yazdazardi (vide page 122 of the manuscript) and that — 
in the Sanskrit AshirvAd is 1716 (vide page 131 of the 
manuscript). It was written about 260 years ago. — 


4. The printed texts of the Afrins etc., published, under / 
the name of gral ley HRUTHIAN aL MAU MH ALTA, 
in 1882 by the late Ervad Tehemurasp Dinshiw 
Anklesaria. 


III. As to the Pizend Nirangs, I have dain as my one an ‘oie 
manuscript of Ervad Maneckjee Rustamjee Unwalla, which 
bears the date 1027 Yazdazardi, and which has been 
referred to above in connection with the prayer texts. 


IV. Pa&zend Revdyets. For these writings, I have taken the 
manuscript of the late Dastur Sorabjee Framjee Meherji 
rina as my text. It belongs to the Dastur Meherjirané 
Library, Nowsiree. It bears no colophon, 4 
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I have collated it with a manuscript of Ervad Maneckjee Rus- 
tamjee UnwAllé which bears no colophon and which I have 
named M. U. 


V. For the Setdyashes, a manuscript belonging to the Mulla Firoze 
Library written in Iranian characters has been taken as the 
text. It bears no colophon. I have found no other copy 
to be collated with it. 


The Pazend is, to a great extent, nothing but the Pahlavi minus 
its semitic element. A number of the Pazend texts, that are recited 
in the commencement, in the midst and at the end of Avesta prayers, 
are, one may say, unalloyed Pahlavi texts with some modifications 
here and there due to the later changes in the form of some words, 
There is only one exception in which one sees a few semitic words, and 
that is in the Pazend formula of prayers that forms the Dibdcheh or the 
introduction of the Khorshed Niydéish and that is known as Pa-nimi 
Yazdin Setiéiyem Zebayem. The Pazend texts of known Pahlavi 
works, are almost always the same as the Pahlavi with this difference 
that the semitic words are replaced by pure Iranian words. 


When the Pazend texts occur in the midst of Avesta prayers, they 
are always recited in bd 1.e. in a suppressed tone. This was intended 
to show that their language was other than that of the Avesta. 
Even, now a days, if, during the recital of a long ceremonial prayer or 
litany, one has unavoidably to speak something in Gujarati, he speaks 
it in Ba). 

The Pazend texts collected in this book are important and interest- 
ing from various points of view. Some of them show how some of the 
Pahlavi words and even the older Avesté words were understood in 
later times. Some of them throw a side light on the beliefs and 
customs of the times in which they were written. Many a Nirang 
would interest students of Anthropology from the point of view of 
their science. Except the few Nirangs that are more prayer-formule 
than Nirangs or incantations properly so-called, most of them are 
hardly known or used by the Parsees of the present day. Three of 
these Nirangs have been already published with translations and 
comments by Shams-ul-Ulma Ervad Jivanji Jamshedji Modi in the 
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journals of the Anthropological Society of Bombay before which they 
formed the subjects of his several papers. © 


I have not been able to present all the texts contained in this book 
in a regular order or in the order in which I have mentioned them in 
the preface, as it was not possible to get all the old manuscripts from 
their different owners at one and the same time. 


In conclusion I offer my best thanks to the Trustees of the Funds 
and Properties of the Parsee Punchayet, not only, for entrusting this 
work to me, but for the help they have kindly given me by procuring 
for me all the above manuscripts from their owners. I tender my best 
thanks to the owners. 


LOS 


(1) Vide Journal of the Anthropological Society of Bombay, Vol. V. No.7 page 398 and 
Vol. III No. 6 page 338. 
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